CHRYSLER

300-L ROAD TEST

Designed by people who like cars for people who like cars

by John Ethridge, Technical Ediror

EHR'I"EI.EE'S J00-L stands 1 lth in o series of personal’ per-
formance cars which, dating back over a decode. is one
of e undisputed pioncers in this category

fhe original 300 was introduced in 1955 with the an-
nodncement that i . .. was desagned 1o the specilications
of motor sports enthusiasts who . . . have been asking Chrys-
ber b0 build an automobile with many sports car charac-
terestdes.” Jusi how many sporis car characteristbes would
be insorporated was decided then, Chrysler hasa't strayed
far from the oniginal plan this vear,

Compared with its immediale predecessor, the 3k,
there are severnl significant changes for 1965, Wheelbase
is up two inches, and overall length has grown three inches
Adong with the increase in size, weight's up approximately
2 poumds. The 300-1.7% new styvhing includes thinner rear
roof |'.i|li|1"=. for improved wvisthilsty, Exclusive to this car

are full-length belt-line moldings with red paint insers
These amd the 300-L medallions froat and rear give external
distinction from the plain 300 series. The 300-L' availablbe
at a twos=dpor hardiop or as a convertible, same as last year.

Mo doubt the biggest news is that they've dropped the
_'-|‘:h'3l-h|:|_ 4] 3-inch, dual<four-barrel=carb V-8 from the op-
tion list, The 360-hp “413" with single four-barrel s all
thar's being offered in the engine compartment. 10s probably
that too many people {mol many of our well informed
readers, we trust) ordersd the more powerful engine, then
turmed oround and complained about gas mubeage.

Chief variaticn between the 1] members of the 300-letier
series has been their states of engine tune, which has ranged
from brsk to wild, The 30-L’s tuning s in the brisk
category. [t has o smooth idle and absolutely no tempera-
ment. 1% a hig engine with a kg job 1o do, which reflects
in its gas mileage,

The variation in fuel consumption hetween sop-and-go
amd open-road driving was remarkably small. Cur lowest
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figure was 10.2 mpg, with the highest at 13.1 mpg, Average
tor oarr T4 1-mile test was 103 mpg. These figures have been
corrected for odometer error, as are all figures we publish,

We had immense pleasure testing the 300-L. The car
f mare in is element out on the road than driving
around town, This 5 due chiefly to s size rather than any
lock of agility. With 15 good suspenston and quick steering,
ins sur]:-r:u.inll_.; adequaie n this respect,

Much of whit goes into making a supeficr automobile is
hidden, There's no better example than Chryslers bodies.
They put a lot of emphasis on the quality of their bodies,
both from engineering and manufacturing standpaints.

Ta begin with, they've instituted one of the most compre-

ensive rusi-proofing programs ever. They prodect body sheet
mmctal with a eoating of phosphate, three of primer, and two
of acrylic enamel. The lower portion of the body, which
hides many hard-to-get-at places, is aipped Iin phosphate
andd primer 10 ensure coverage. Splash shiekds and full fron
wheelhouses protect vital body parts from moisture and
stone micks. Chrysler backs up this progrom during manu.
facture with in-process sali-spray tests, eic., to check the
quality and effectiveness of the protective coutings.

The 300-L shares unitized body construction with other
Chryslers, The Imperial 15 the only remaining Chrysler
Corporation passenger car with scpar. body and frame
This unitized concept does everything it supposed o in the
way of giving & stifl, rattle-free platform on which fo mount
the power unit, drive line, and suspension

Chrysler engineers have made a massive assauh on one
proflem that's plageed unitized hodies — pan sralion and
sound tramsmiss of road noises. They started with elec-
tronic sound-tracing equipment —a sort of electronic steth-
cscope — and ferreted oul the sources and rescnances of
body sounds. Wherever mécessary, they appl asphile

impregnated pads, wood-fiker blankets, and mastic coatings
o denden sounids and dampen vibrations throughout the

’E;J-'-'_I'l-flc' . =

Hovwl roise froor grovel surfoces doesn't pemetrate the interior
Well waled doors and body Reep dunt owl of passeaper PR
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CHRYSLER JO0-L continued

body. While they were at it. they wsed thick fiberglass
blankets and other materials (that have thermal as well as
acpustical properties) o keep heat in oo out of the passenger
compartment. Hool bows and hood amd runk lid sub-
structures are bonded in place with a semi-hardenmg  ad-
hesive to provide nodse condrol through structural damping.
Suspension arm attachments, anti-roll bar brackeis, spring
mounts, eic., are rubber-bushed to complete the sownd 1ol
thom. All this adds uwp to & body that'll keep its books, struc.
tural integrity. and quictness for a very long time. This is
the exact opposite of planned obsolescence,

Perfhiaps they felt ihey overdid the silencing job in the
casge of the Mkl because they specified an unsilenced
air cleaner for the bhig [our-barrel carb, You can readily
distinguish the enger gulping of air from all other noises
when vou accelerate. The doal exhausts, though, are well
- 4 - T silenced — in kecping with the car’s general quictness.,

The B-L b ome of few lorge cors thaed have edeguate brabes, We ordered our test car with the heavy-duty suspension
Pamic stops were shovel, consdering the 25-ton fest  weight. and brake package (Order Code 607, 335.935) which, cven

MODERATE UNDERSTEER AT PONMT OF MAX|MUM BOOY BOLL 5 CHARACTERISTIC. RAMIMG TIEE PRESSURES MADE CAR MORE FUM 1N TURMS.
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Well focoted pelector amd vacrnm ganpe are stondard with oudos Rirbie, wl contgetd fower meinber sarly in upward fra-
matic trans. Toch repleces gange with opiipnal four-speed Box. el, pives & rate and pood sabbing fo fronl suspesasion

REAL LEATHER INTERIOR 15 EVIEY KT AS LUXURIOUE AND COMFORTABLE AS IT LOGKS, RECLINIMG SEATS/HEAD EESTS PROVED BOMUSED
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CHRYSLER 300-L continued

on the kL, is an optional extra. It's also available on
thie 300 with the "413" engine and the New Yorker, As far
as we're concerncd, Chrysler could make this package
standard equipment. We doul if the stiffer suspension com-
ponents and fared [ront drums would add much to man-
ufacturing costs, OF cowrse, Chrysler planners have their
reasons for doing what they do, They know most bayvers
put more emphisis on o soft ride than on furning and
stopping. Mevertheless, the fact that the option’s offered at
a moidest price shows there's an increased number of buyvers
who are concerned with such things,

Another interesting option on our 168 car was the Auto-
Pibol speed control. Chrysler’s offered i for several years
now, but we feel a rundown of i1s characierstics 15 in arder.
You can use it 08 o spead remimder or o8 an automatic speed
regulitor. When using it as o speed reminder, you feel on
incrensed resisiance on your throdile foot when yvou reach
the pre-set speed, For regulating speed. you pull o button on
the speed-seitidg knob, bring the car up to speed, and the
Auto-Pilot takes over. Without the need of vour food on the
accelerator, the deviee applies more throttle for hills and less
when descending prades. The shghtest wach on the broke
pedal cuts out the regulator, leting you slow down normally.
It automatically takes over agam when vou resume specd.
Long cross-country superhighways would be the best place
far the Auto-Pilot. The speed reminder feature can be used
under much broader conditions, however, You can use it 1o

improve economy as well as 1o stay within speed limis,
O of the bow-cost oplions on the test car was the maide CHRYSLER 300-L
trunk=lid release. We felt i very useful and got so used to #-door, 4-paasnger hardtop
leaping over from the driver’s seat and reaching inside the ekt B e B il gy gy e g b e
glovebox to open the trunk that we don't know how we ever gaws & varlulastennd trank telee, bead
did withowt iv. It sure beats fumbling through keys ond oy rﬂf":ﬁmn:"rﬂ'lﬁ'ﬁ:i
looking for a keyhole, cspecially at night. AT P EHHIT O, W
Mow let’s get back to seeing how close the 300-L comes 1o PRICE AS TESTED: 4553115 slus tax and license]
matching those origina purposes of the series. To give an ODOMETER READING AT START OF TEST: 2375 miles
idea just how the series hos hewn 1o the origimal line, let's RECOMMENDED ENGINE RED LINE: S50 rpan
take a backward glance ot the first Y00, The 1955 moce] 3060 F‘ERFUHHAHEE
(named for its horsepower) was a two-door hardtop on a oA :
|26-inch wheelbase, weighing 4350 pounds. The 33 I-cubic- izt e S R T L
inch V-8 produced 300 hp at 3200 rpo 56 springs all S s AP AT L pbhad
around and leather upholsiery were stamdard, [ do 0-60 in FALEING TIMES AMD DISTANCES
approximately 1005 M:I:HEIA.I'IL‘I- with the standard 3.54 axle ratwo ‘;%m LG A Ll A bl 1 s :E :':::': :’?__!'nllf
and !“:'EPH‘J autamatic. Standing stast ta-mlie 17.3 sech. and 52 mph
AL the 1955 Daytona Speed Wieeks, o 300 turped in 3 two- Speesdy bn geary 0 J400 rpm
way average of 127.58 mph using a 3.36 axle ratio. This B e o
car was o veritahle walf nm sheep. Monae of its contempa. Speedpimeber Erved an Test Ca
raries could come mear :i:ﬂflednrr'::lm:c. In fact, it l::fl-: e . ® OB o6 W B
sports/ racing cars with fivefigure price tags to beat it at Obberusd miles par hour pee 1050 rpm i3 109 PAS Lo e n e B0 mRh
Davtona. The orginal 300 and the 300-B ako carved names Stapging Disterces — fram 30 mps, 255 1L, from 0 moh, 176 18,
for themselves on the stock car circuits in 1955 and 1956, SPECIFICATIONS FROM MAMNUFACTURER
Some renders may recall the wail that went up from some Engine ———
3ikkletter followers when Chrysler abandoned the famed E*:'gl-:s” e L-paece, enpatsd
hemispherical combustion chamber design in favor of the Eirokar 3.5 i5k N ckor. Dk b
wodge with the 300-E. {Yirtually all will recall how they mﬂm‘;{'&_ﬁ I"I"'- Terming diameter: 44,9 1E,
IEI:\-I.'nIIf-' reactivated the principle so the Plvmouths could Harsepawsr: 380 & 4B rpm - T:”: .:.'I:;" il 22k
give stock car competitors their come-uppance.) The “E" g S-lug steal dise whesis
was equipped with the 413-cubic-inch engine that's been the T SN A
buasic powerplant for all subsequent 300-letter cars, including ignitinn; 12-volt el Bug-iares hydiaslic, canlifen
the *L." n."'lm.lll'l'le Soapard avbicntic :'?::?d;;::.rm. v 3 g, wide
From the above account and brief history, you can see ot uul ::‘I'!:'_:IE'I"",II";-:W?E'"' wide
that, although the 300-lener powerplants underwent some Hraok i 261.3 5. ins, )
changes, the cars themselves have held to the original theme: et M 'y S I W
A personal luxury car with more than adequnie performance, Tu sion E'mr-.ml,. wetlied & bandnd
improved handling withowt a sacrifice in ride, and no attemp il sl Shopiba 134 M.
to reduce size or weight. For a |.|:|l‘g;v|':l:'r1hu11ralwrr.|'=|.p: passenger i el iokiny. Batelar L Y .
car, it comes remarkably clese 1o equaling some of the Riear: Saiid wle, Crvarall migth, 795 g,
‘_Eu:;;p:an ﬂ::j.r‘[ﬁ: jobs in the area of handling and beats most :mﬂtm:::mﬁmh Eﬁ;‘ﬂ,ﬁﬂ;ﬁ%‘r
i r speed. Jr
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